
 
 

The air transport of the millennium was mainly dominated by European and 
American airlines.  

The competition occurred in the Atlantic region, which is the venue for the 
continents with the biggest output/economic performance. 

After the millennium the shift of the centre of gravity has accelerated in connec-
tion with the growth of global population, economic potential and geopolitical field 
have moved to the East, and these were considerable changes in the system of avia-
tion limited with tradition. New participants with unstoppable pace were reclaiming 
(air)space.  

-coun-
e small both in size and pop-

ulation, as a result of which these countries managed to have bigger impact on the 
sectoral policy than their apparent weight, and through this they shaped the world air 
transport from having three poles to have four poles in a decade and a half. 

Emirates, Etihad and Qatar Airways have become decisive carriers of the 
aviation, and also main competitors for European airlines. 

In the research under the Doctoral School of Earth Sciences of the Univer-
 

 what the decisive factors of the business philosophy of the participants of 
these two regions are? 

 what kind of forces shall be mobilised for developing the increasingly 
decisive elements of modernisation of aviation? 

 what kind of advantages and disadvantages are impacting the competition? 
 what kind of economic, geopolitical criteria is appropriate for being able 

to follow/try to follow the territorial restructuring of aviation? 
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Table 1.: Change of passenger volume for some major airlines between  
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Table 2.: Share of Emirates, Etihad and Qatar Airways in European  

and non-  

  %  % 

Emirates 0  0  

Etihad Air Berlin 
Air Serbia 
Alitalia 
Darwin Airlines 
Niki 

29,20 
49,00 
49,00 
33,00 
49,00 

Air Seychelles 
Jet Airways 
Virgin Australia 

40,00 
24,00 
19,90 

Qatar Airways IAG 
Air Italy 

21,42 
49,00 

LATAM Airlines 
Cathay Pacific 
China Southern Airlines 

10,03 
09,99 
05,00 
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Figure 2.: Engagement of European and Gulf airlines in Asia. 2018. 
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Figure 3.: Population accessible from 1,000, 2,000 and 4,000 miles from  
Dubai International Airport (DXB) 
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