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ABSTRACT 
The aim of this study is to emphasis the heavy metals content in seven capsicum varieties of capsicum of the 
specie Capsicum annuum L., available on the Romanian market. From the analyzed Capsicum fruit 
samples, three Capsicum assortments were cultivated in Romania and the other four were imported from Italy 
and Turkey. The studied heavy metals (copper, zinc, manganese, iron, cobalt, lead, nickel, cadmium and 
chromium) have normal concentration values that are not of any risk to human health. Cadmium is not 
detectable in all studied samples. The heavy metal content associated with statistical analysis programs 
permits the identification of characteristics specific to the origin of products and the graphical chemical 
fingerprint of the studied capsicum species. The chemical fingerprinting of a plant demands the 
determination of a large number of elements (DJINGOVA ET AL., 2004). The study is revealing similar 
distribution pattern. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The genus Capsicum (Family: Solanaceae) contains five commonly cultivated species (C. 
annuum L., C. frutescens L., C. chinense Jacq., C. baccatum L. and C. pubescens and 
appear in many varieties. Capsicum annuum, one of the major species includes bell 
peppers, cayenne, paprika, and jalapeños (ANTONIOUS ET AL., 2010). Although many 
people consider them vegetables, peppers in the Capsicum family are actually a berry form 
of fruit (CAPSICUM-INFORMATION, web site).  
Sweet peppers are grown in most countries of the world. Over the past five years, world 
production increased by 15% (2.9% annual growth CAGR), reaching 26.1 million tons. 
(A.C.S.A. REPORT, 2009).  China is the World leader in sweet pepper production (14 
million tons or 54% of world production), followed Mexico, Indonesia, Turkey, Spain and 
USA. Romania is ranked 19th in world's top importers of sweet peppers (A.C.S.A. REPORT, 
2009).   The study is presenting the identification of the graphical chemical fingerprint as 
well as the statistical evaluation to emphasize the origin of the vegetables based on the 
heavy metal content of the studied Capsicum species. The chemical fingerprinting of a 
plant demands the determination of a large number of elements (DJINGOVA ET AL., 2004). 
The study of the heavy metals has been chosen because, “heavy metals are extremely 
persistent in the environment; they are non-biodegradable and non thermo-degradable and 
thus readily accumulate to toxic levels” (SHARMA  ET AL., 2007). Due to agriculture’s 
increasing reliance on the application of chemicals, pollution of soils by heavy metals has 
become a concern that may cause a long-term risk on environmental and human health 
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(WONG et al., 2002). Soils are receptacles for heavy metals released from industrial 
activities, municipal wastes, water sludge, urban composts, road traffic, atmospheric 
deposits and chemicals used in agriculture (phosphate fertilizers, pesticides) and spread out 
into the environment (ADRIANO, 1986). Plant uptake is one of the main pathways through 
which heavy metals enter the food chain (ANTONIOUS ET AL., 2010). Elevated 
concentrations of heavy metals in edible plants could expose consumers to excessive levels 
of potentially hazardous chemicals. Accumulation of heavy metals varied between plant 
species (ANTONIOUS ET AL., 2007; MELO ET AL., 2007).  
 
 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 
 
Samples collection and preparation 
Seven varieties of Capsicum were obtained from Timisoara (Romania) shop centers, the 
declared country of origin of the fruits being considered as specified on the product label. 
Three studied assortments are cultivated in Romania and the other four are imported from 
Italy and Turkey. 
All the collected samples were washed with double distilled water to remove impurities 
and pollutants. After washing, fruits samples were oven dried at 90°C to constant weight. 
The dried samples were ground, passed through a 2 mm sieve and stored at room 
temperature before analysis. The heavy metals content in Capsicum fruits was carried out 
in HNO3 solution resulted from fruit ash digestion (KHAN ET AL., 2008, LĂCĂTUŞU, 2008). 
Each sample solution was prepared with diluted HNO3 (0.5N), made up to a final volume 
of 50 mL and analyzed by flame atomic absorption spectrometry (FAAS) in University 
Environmental Research Test Laboratory.  
 
Reagents and solutions  
Double distilled water (spectroscopic pure) was used for the preparation of reagents and 
standards. All chemicals were trace metal grade (Suprapur). Concentrate nitric acid (HNO3 
65%), was obtained from Merck Germany. The working solutions were prepared by 
diluting the stock solutions to appropriate volumes. 
 
Statistical analysis 
The data were statistically analyzed using a statistical package MVSP 3.1. 
 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 
Chemical and graphical fingerprinting was realized taking into account the content of 
copper, zinc, manganese, iron, cobalt, lead, nickel, cadmium and chromium using FAAS 
method correlated with statistical analysis program MVSP 3.1. The mineral composition of 
the studied samples (mgKg-1 dry matter) is presented in Figure 1. Each value in the 
graphics is an average of 3 replicates. The studied metals have normal concentration values 
that are not presenting any risk for human health. Cadmium is not represented on the 
graphical figures because in all cases was not detectable. 
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Figure 1. Graphical representation of FAAS mineral composition 

 
Principal Components Analysis (PCA) allows an assessment of mineralogical content data 
corresponding to the samples of Capsicum species, using the square root of their 
transposed matrix (Figure 2). 

 

 
Figure 2. PCA joint-plot graphical representation 

 
The join-plot representation of the calculated case scores permits the identification of the 
declared origin of the analyzed Capsicum species. In quarter I, we can observe the vectors 
for the Capsicum varieties from Turkey and in quarter IV, the vectors for those with the 
declared country origin Romania (closer to the Axis 1) and the species from Italy (more 
centered vectors). The vectors are represented taking in consideration the heavy metal 
composition of the studied samples (Figure 2).  
In Figure 3 we can identify the graphical chemical fingerprints of the trace metals. As we 
can observe the heavy metals content is having small variations between species but the 
profile that is revealing the fingerprint is similar (Figure 3). “Related plant species show 
similar distribution pattern!” (FRÄNZLE, S., MARKERT, B., 2000). 
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Figure 3. Trace Metals Fingerprints of Capsicum Species 

 
The CA analysis presents the correlation between the analyzed samples and identifies the 
strength of correlation between the samples (Figure 4). 

 

 
Figure 4. Graphical Representation of CA Variables Score 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

Mineral composition and chemical fingerprint can be used as fruit and vegetables quality 
markers for the cultivators, as well as for the processing food industries.  
Graphical chemical fingerprint can be used to verify the declared origin of vegetables and 
fruits. PCA (Figure 2) and CA correlation analysis (Figure 4) allows highlighting 
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mineralogical components specific to each Capsicum species and country, separately, and 
permits the identification of the declared origin of used species and varieties. 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
We are grateful to WEBOMATIK RO SRL for permission to use statistical package 
MVSP 3.1. and technical assistance 
The present conference participation fee was funded by project “Post- doctoral School Of 
Agriculture And Veterinary Medicine Posdru/89/1.5/S/62371”, co-financed by the 
European Social Fund through the Sectorial Operational Programme for the Human 
Resources Development 2007–2013.  
 
 

REFERENCES 
 

A.C.S.A. REPORT. (2009): Sweet pepper market in Romania.  
http://www.acsa.md/public/files/produse/ardei/Ardei%20-%20Romania%20-
%202009%20-%20Ro.pdf.  
ADRIANO, D.C. (1986): Trace Elements in the Terrestrial Environment. Springer-Verlag, 
New York, pp: 533. 
ANTONIOUS, G. F., SNYDER, JOHN C., BERKE, TERRY AND JARRET, ROBERT L. (2010): 
Screening Capsicum Chinese fruits for heavy metals bioaccumulation. Journal of 
Environmental Science and Health, Part B, 45: 6. pp. 562 - 571. DOI: 
10.1080/03601234.2010.493495, 
http://ddr.nal.usda.gov/dspace/bitstream/10113/45166/1/IND44413518.pdf. 
ANTONIOUS, G.F.; SNYDER, J.C. (2007): Accumulation of heavy metals in plants and 
potential phytoremediation of lead by potato, Solanum tuberosum L. J Environ Sci Health, 
Part-A, 42,. Pp. 811–816. 
CAPSICUM INFORMATION, http://www.livestrong.com/article/147649-capsicum-
information/#ixzz1nLQKUMzm 
DJINGOVA, R., KULEFF, I., AND MARKERT, B. (2004), Ecological Research. 19.  
pp.3–11; http://www.springerlink.com/content/glp1d1dhabtn8m2p. 
FRÄNZLE, S., MARKERT, B. (2000). The biological system of the elements (BSE) — A brief 
introduction into historical and applied aspects with special reference on "ecotoxicological 
identity cards", for different element species (Fe, As and Sn), IAEA-TECDOC-1338, 
Portugal. http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/publications/PDF/te_1338_web/t1338_part1.pdf 
KHAN, S., CAO, O., ZHENG, YM, HUANG, YZ, ZHU, YG. (2008): Health risks of heavy 
metals in contaminated soils and food crops irrigated with wastewater in Beijing, China. 
Environ Pollut. 152. pp. 686–692.  
LĂCĂTUŞU, R, LĂCĂTUŞU, AR. (2008): Vegetable and fruits quality within heavy metals 
polluted areas in Romania. Carpth. J. of Earth and Environmental Science. 3. pp. 115–129. 
MELO, W.J.; AGUIAR, P.; MELO, G.M.; MELO, V.P. (2007): Nickel in a tropical soil treated 
with sewage sludge and cropped with maize in a long term field study. Soil Biol Biochem, 
39. pp. 1341–1347. 
SHARMA , RK, AGRAWAL, M., MARSHALL, F. (2007): Heavy metal contamination of soil 
and vegetables in suburban areas of Varanasi, India. Ecotoxicol. Environ. Safety. 66. pp. 
258-266. 



 

191 

 

WONG, S.C.; LI, X.D.; ZHANG, G.; QI, S.H.; M IN, Y.S. (2002): Heavy metals in agricultural 
soils of the Pearl River Delta, South China. Environ Pollution, 119. pp. 33–44. 


